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dispatched, but within a few months the British agent was
murderedJi^Kabul, A British general, Sir Frederick Robeus,
was sent (1879) to march to Kandahar, and gained much
prestige. But it was clear that a mistake had been made. To
control "Afghanistan effectively a garrison would have to be
maintained. This was not practicable, so Britain, discomfited,
had to reverse her policy and to do her best to win over *
Afghanistan by peaceful friendliness/
Troubles in Africa with the Zulus and the Boers (see
p. 895) completed the gloomy story.   The time had come And in
for  a  general  election,  and  to everyone's astonishmentAfrlca
Gladstone burst out of his retirement and undertook a
campaign against, Ae_Gp\ernment.iu_lhe autumn of 1879.
He was seventy__years old, but he j$ent off to Midlothian,
whichfwas in those days a " safe 5> Conservative seat. There,
in his famous " Midlothian Campaign '*, he spoke with all
and more than all his former vigour and fire, denouncing
Beacoxisfield's policy towards the Turks, his stirring up of
trouble in Afghanistan, and^his failures in South Africa^
His indignation and his eloquence chimgcHn with peoples
uneasiness, and the Liberals werejreturned tnumphantljL
to power (1880).
Beaconsfield himself did not long outlive his defeat.   He ''
died tJieiiextLyear--1- (1881). He must always remain a strange
and fomantic^figure^ not at attjjgical, in his foreigiyuid;
Tof the party he led.   HITgenuineTbelieff
that Great Britain's rule was %" beneficent", and that the;
Pax firi^nisg^grouglit^gboci to the nations, caused his
imperialist ideas to strike deep roots.  The other side of his
policy, social reform or " Tory Democracy", ceased to
exercise so much influence on his party.                            '*
1 Queen Victoria ^eni primroses to his funeral bier, with the label ** his
favourite flower", she intended to refer to the Prince Consort, but the idea
prevailed that Beaconsfield's favourite was meant. Hence the Conservative body
formed to carry oat his ideals is the ** Primrose League ".